Teddington Circuit Worship Sheets
Sunday 11th April 2021 – Kath Brydon
This short act of worship has been prepared for you to use whilst we are unable to use Methodist Church premises.
We invite you to spend a few moments with God, knowing that other people are sharing this act of worship with
you.
Call to Worship
Come with
joy to meet our risen Lord Jesus. Come with all
creation to praise and glorify His blessed name.
Hymn: God is here, as we his people (STF 25)
Sing/ Read /pray /proclaim the words or listen to it
here:
https://youtu.be/QbkNXq71iis?t=4
God is here! As we his people
meet to offer praise and prayer,
may we find in fuller measure
what it is in Christ we share.
Here, as in the world around us,
all our varied skills and arts
wait the coming of the Spirit
into open minds and hearts.
Here are symbols to remind us
of our lifelong need of grace;
here are table, font, and pulpit;
here the cross has central place.
Here in honesty of preaching,
here in silence, as in speech,
here, in newness and renewal,
God the Spirit comes to each.
Here our children find a welcome
in the Shepherd's flock and fold,
here as bread and wine are taken,
Christ sustains us, as of old.
Here the servants of the Servant
seek in worship to explore
what it means in daily living
to believe and to adore.
Lord of all, of Church and Kingdom,
in an age of change and doubt,
keep us faithful to the gospel,
help us work your purpose out.
Here, in this day's dedication,
all we have to give, receive:
we, who cannot live without you,
we adore you! We believe!
Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000)

Let us pray together:

Gracious God, we praise and adore you. For the gift of
creation, seen all around us in the beauty of
springtime. For flowers, trees in bloom, for new life
emerging and warm sunny days. Help us to be
stewards of your creation and to help reverse the
damage we have done to your beautiful world.
We thank you for the awesome gift of your Son, Jesus,
who humbly walked this earth in fully human form
and who died to save us. We praise you for His
resurrection and the gift of the Holy Spirit who walks
alongside us and guides and sustains us through our
every waking hour. We pray through the name of
Jesus. Amen.
Today’s Reading from the Old Testament
Psalm 133
Today’s Gospel Reading: John 20: 19-31
Time to Reflect
We all get them! You know the sort of thing- a
fraudulent phone call from someone pretending they
are calling from Amazon, or the Inland Revenue, or
even your Bank. You get similar fraudsters sending
you emails and text messages.
All being well you’ll spot them and respond to their
alluring scams by saying “I doubt it”.
Yet often doubt can seem negative. But it needn’t be.
I had some incredibly positive results back from a
recent hearing test. I was told that I had remarkable
hearing for someone of my age. Frankly, I was very
doubtful and when I checked the name on the charts,
I found out that the results were for someone else!
When we doubt the safety of some electrical
equipment, we wisely have it checked. The thing is
that doubt is essential when something really matters.
Yet the New Testament character Thomas (John
20:19-31) has had a negative bashing over the years.
Why? Because Thomas doubts what the other
disciples said about seeing Jesus alive after he had
been crucified.
What happened was Thomas missed out on that
incredible moment on the evening of the first Easter
day, when the other disciples are meeting in a locked
room. It was the third of three bewildering days for
the disciples, and their minds and lives were in
turmoil. What was going on? The body of Jesus was
missing from the tomb! Had the authorities stolen it?

They can’t believe the stories these women had told
them. They were genuinely scared, that’s why the
door was locked.
But Thomas wasn’t there. We know that he was
prepared to die with Jesus, but he prefers to grieve for
his dead friend and leader alone.
So, he misses the moment when Jesus appears in the
locked room. Jesus offers the disciples his peace, and
they are stunned. Jesus swiftly gives them a
commission, just as God sent Jesus, he was sending
them out into the world. Then Jesus breathes the Holy
Spirit on them.
Wow, no waiting for Pentecost! Amazingly we have
Christ’s Resurrection, the commissioning of the
disciples, and the giving of the Holy Spirt all in the
space of a single day!
And Thomas misses the lot!
Interestingly, Thomas finds himself in our position—
he’s told about the appearance rather than seeing it
first-hand. But like every Christian since he needs to
find out. He wants, he needs, he demands the
evidence, the truth. And, of course, a little later he
gets it. Jesus appears again in the locked when
Thomas is present. Thomas’ response to seeing Jesus
seems to be the zenith of John’s Gospel when he
exclaims to Jesus “My Lord and my God”.
Jesus’ reply to this famous acclamation is really
important because it about us. Jesus tells us that
believers who are not first-hand witnesses like us will
be blessed. The Holy Spirit is working now in our
hearts and minds to give the truth and the faith we
need to also accept Jesus as our Lord and God.
We grow our faith, just like Thomas did, and yes,
doubt is essential. We question, we probe, we study,
we learn, and we experience. The great news is that
same Holy Spirit has been breathed on us enabling us
to live as Easter people just as the first disciples did.
We also are commissioned.
We are part of an on-going story that brings peace
and hope to a world full of pain.
So, will everyone in the future regard Thomas in a
positive light?
I doubt it!

Mark Gilks
Hampton Mission Partnership

Take a time to sit quietly

A time of prayer
We pray for our world, for countries ravaged by war
and natural disasters. We pray for those countries
struggling with Covid who have little or no vaccines.

We pray for our country, for those making decisions,
give them wisdom and courage to act wisely. We pray
for those who are on the frontline, who are exhausted
from the effects of the pandemic, give them rest.
We pray for the bereaved, especially those who
haven’t been able to grieve with or for loved ones. We
pray for those still struggling with illness and
weariness. We think of those who are anxious and
afraid to go out, those who have been isolated for so
long and those who are lonely.
We pray for our churches, some open, some still
worshipping in other ways, help us to go forward in
the way you lead us, not to just return to what we
have always done.
We pray for ourselves, that we don’t need a sign to
believe in you, that we trust you to supply everything
we need in our lives. Through our risen, redeeming
Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father ……
Hymn: Listen to https://youtu.be/J7JdhbQ33r0?
t=13 or sing a verse of a hymn that comes to
mind
A prayer of blessing
Peace be with you, dear brothers and sisters, and may
God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give you love
with faithfulness. May God’s grace be eternally upon
all who love our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen (Ephesians 6:
23-24)
All Hymns reproduced under CCLi 1144191.
Local Churches please insert CCCLi No here

